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U.S looks to ban growth enhancing antibiotic use in livestock
The practice of feeding antibiotics to enhance growth of livestock has led to a judge‟s
order that moves toward ending that use of the drugs.
The New York Times reported that the Obama Administration has warned the
government that they may soon ban agricultural uses of some popular antibiotics that
many scientists say encourage dangerous infections and potentially jeopardise public
health.
Dr Andrew Monk, BFA Standards Convenor, comments that the ban would be a positive
move by the US.
The pervasive use of antibiotics in animal feed is not only damaging the longer term
effective use of antibiotics by humans, but is also poorly managing animal health in the
first instance.
Using antibiotics in such a preemptive manner is not preventative health management,
but instead is attempting to plaster over a structurally flawed approach to animal
disease management.”
“Consumers who want truly free range in addition to artificial additive-, antibiotic- and
synthetic agrichemical-free, should look for the recognised and respected Organic Bud
logo with the words „Australian Certified Organic‟ to be assured they are buying what
the label claims.
Nutritionist Shane Heaton said “In Australia more antibiotics are prescribed to animals
for preserving their life and to sustain feed conversion ratios as opposed to the amount
prescribed to people”.
“When humans consume antibiotics through the food chain you increase the risk of
becoming resistant to superbugs.”
Under the Australian Certified Organic Standards incorporating antibiotics in feed is
prohibited.
The U.S order comes two months after the Obama administration announced
restrictions on agricultural uses of Cephalosporins- a critical class of antibiotics such as
Cefzil and Keflex which are commonly used to treat pneumonia, strep throat and skin
and urinary tract infections.

Judge Theodore H. Hatz of the Southern District of New York issued an order which
effectively restarts a process that the Food and Drug Administration began 35 years
ago, but never completed.
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